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offenders by the late monarch; and, finally, to formulate the
most complete and savage decree against the Jews in Spain that
had yet been issued by King or Council. Erwig was glad to
accept the royal dignity on such easy terms; and another
Council, the Thirteenth of Toledo, sitting in 683, after reversing
all the obnoxious ordinances and decrees which had not been
repealed by the former Council, restored to their property and
civil rights all the rebels condemned in the former reign. The
Council also passed a decree forbidding the imprisonment of
ecclesiastics by the royal authority, and proceeded to menace
with the greater excommunication all persons whomsoever who
should attempt to injure Ervigius, in person or in property, or
any member of his family. Finally, the complete repeal of
Wamba's military legislation extinguished the last spark of
military energy that had been re-kindled in the preceding
reign. But the protection afforded by two Councils, and the
condemnation of his enemies in this world and in the next, did
not serve to reassure the apprehensive Erwig. He adopted
Egica, a nephew of Wamba, and accorded to him the hand of
his daughter in marriage; and at length after binding him by
an oath of special solemnity to do nothing in any way to injure
the family of Erwig, the supplanter of Wamba retired, like
Wamba himself, into a convent, and Egica reigned in his stead.

Egica convoked the Fifteenth Council at Toledo in 688, not
only that it might recognise his own accession, but that it might
absolve him from his oath to Erwig. And the Council, which
was ready to bind and loose, not only on earth, but in heaven,
readily complied with both his petitions. So King Egica
reigned in peace, and spoiled the family of Erwig with a quiet
mind, even while he published or promulgated the very last
edition of the celebrated Laws of the Visigoths.1 But Egica
at the moment of his greatest power was only the second man
in his dominions.

Julian, Bishop and Metropolitan of Toledo from 680 to 690,
was the last great Churchman of Visigothic Spain.2 Like the
ever celebrated sons of Severianus, Julian was no Goth, though
a ruler of Goths, not even of Greek nor of Roman blood, but a
Jew, whose parents had been converted to Christianity. He
was born about the year 645, and early distinguished himself
by his scholarship, his vigour, and his ambition. The historian

1 See ante, chapter viii., p. 93.

2 See generally, Espafta Sagrada, v., 28-96.